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POLICY: 

DOGS ON THE SCHOOL SITE FOR SPORTS FIXTURES 
(for a trial period from October 2021) 

 
Policy Aim: 
 
To trial permitting well-behaved dogs on the school site during Saturday sports 
fixtures. 
 
To promote the school’s family ethos and recognising of the role of pets in supporting 
pupils’ wellbeing. 
 
To keep members of the school community safe and respecting others. 
 
The school recognises pets are an important part of family life for many of our pupils 
and the recent increase in dog ownership has led to the decision to trial allowing well-
behaved dogs at Saturday sports fixtures.  The School appreciates the joy family dogs 
bring, and the importance to some families of having dogs involved in family weekend 
activities.  We view pet ownership as a valuable educational experience for children 
which promotes physical and mental health benefits and social interaction. Pet 
ownership encourages children to take responsibility and also to respect other peoples’ 
dislikes and fears. 
 
We hope to work together with parents and pupils to make the trial a success. The 
school appreciates that allowing dogs on-site can brings risks which need to be 
mitigated and managed with appropriate and measured controls.  Risks could include 
those of safety, cleanliness and the enjoyment of sport fixtures.  
 
The school recognises that even well-behaved dogs can behave unpredictably when 
placed in an unfamiliar, busy school environment and ask that families give careful 
thought to whether their dog would enjoy the experience of a sports fixture.  It is 
important that dogs are kept under control, grounds are mess free and there is no 
disruption to sports fixtures. 
 
Code of Conduct: 
 
The code of conduct for the trial for allowing dogs on the school site is as follows: 
 

• Well behaved dogs are invited to attend Saturday sports fixtures only and 
should not be on site at any other time (eg during the school day or at pick 
up/drop off) 

• Dogs should be kept on a short lead at all times and kept under control at all 
times by an adult over the age of 18 years 

• Dogs are not permitted inside the school buildings 
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• The adult bringing the dog onto site is responsible for cleaning up and removing 
from the site any soiling by their dog on the school grounds. 

• Dogs must not be tied up or left unattended on the school site 

• Please respect any parent or pupil who is uncomfortable around your dog, and 
keep your dog at a distance where they can feel at ease 

• Dogs are not allowed in the Pre-Prep school playground, in the JGC area or on 
any of the school pitches 

• In no circumstances should an unwell dog be brought onto the school site 

• Following the sports fixture and match tea, parents are asked to leave the site 
immediately and not walk the dog around the school site or allow the dog to 
roam or play freely 

 
When bringing dogs on to the site, dog owners do so with an absolute 
understanding that their dog has no issues around children, has never displayed 
aggression towards children or others and that the owner believes that the dog 
is fully trustworthy in a school environment.  The school reserves the right to ask 
an adult to remove their dog from site. 
 
This policy has been established for a trial period and will be reviewed at the end of the 
spring term 2022. However, allowing dogs onto the school site is at the discretion of the 
head and may be withdrawn at any time. 
 
 


